




Sucheta Kriplani Shiksha Niketan (SKSN) 
is a school in Rajasthan, India, which 
caters for some 500 disabled children, 

mainly victims of polio. By providing full 
boarding facilities at no cost, it 

has tackled the access problem, 
and by using sport as a tool, it 

has had considerable success 
in changing the attitudes 
of the local community 
towards the disabled.

Supported by fund-
ing from the Laureus 
Sport for Good 
Foundation and the 
Hero India Sports 
Academy, children 

from the school take part in activities 
offered at sports clubs which operate twice 
a week during the school term. Using  
athletics, archery, cricket and indoor 
games, disabled and able-bodied children 
participate together in mixed-ability teams, 
which results in barriers being broken 
down and friendships formed.

The school has already had some suc-
cess with changing community attitudes 
through sport. In 2003 a group of 10 girls 
travelled to London to take part in the 
Disabled Sports UK Mini-Games for 8- to 
12-year-olds. They won 16 gold medals, 
which resulted in 200 applications from 
parents of disabled girls for places  
at the school!

The Peres Centre for Peace was 
founded by Nobel Peace Laureate 
Shimon Peres and began its activi-
ties in August 1996. Its mission is to 
establish an infrastructure of peace 
for the people of the Middle East.

As a non-partisan, non-govern-
mental organisation, the Peres 
Centre works parallel to, but inde-
pendently of, the political process 

towards peace. Sport plays its part in the attempt to bridge the gulf between 
the Israeli and Palestinian communities through the Peres Centre’s Training for 
Peace project. As part of this initiative, the Laureus Sport for Good Foundation 
has supported the Twinned Soccer Schools Programme, in which boys learn 
football skills, fitness and teamwork in their own schools and then are brought 
together to play in mixed teams composed of both Israelis and Palestinians.

Now, the Foundation is backing the Twinned Basketball Schools Programme, 
based in the areas of Issawiya (Palestine) and Rishon Lezion (Israel) and involv-
ing 40 Palestinian and 40 Israeli girls in the age range 8-16. As with the boys, 
the schools run individual but parallel programmes in which the girls learn about 

basketball skills, fitness, teamwork 
and discipline. They are then brought 
together once a month to play togeth-
er – in mixed teams. They also receive 
educational support and are expected 
to maintain a certain academic level in 
order to participate in the programme.

The Peres Centre for Peace took 
part in the 2004 Olympic Truce in 
Paris. An Israeli and Palestinian 
child from the Twinned Peace Sport 
Programme carried the Olympic torch 
together, interacting freely, laughing 
and talking to each other.

Another highlight was the Sport Youth Camp held in Austria, where youths 
from the Peres Centre and from former Yugoslavia, Rwanda and Germany 
enjoyed a week of sports activities in Saalbach-Hinterglemm, playing and talk-
ing in a peaceful environment. This was the second time kids from six different 
nations had gathered for the camp, organised by the Laureus Sport for Good 
Foundation Germany and the Staudinger Unternehmensgruppe.

TWINNED BASKETBALL SCHOOLS PROGRAMME, PERES CENTRE FOR PEACE

ISRAEL AND PALESTINE

SUCHETA KRIPLANI SHIKSHA NIKETAN (SKSN)

RAJASTHAN, INDIA

Far left and this photo: it’s teamwork all the way 
at the Sport Youth Camp in Saalbach-Hinterglemm.

Above: Academy member Sean 
Fitzpatrick meets and greets some 
of the SKSN students.SKSN students.
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Youth Sport Foyle was created as a means of contrib-
uting to peace and reconciliation in Northern Ireland by 
removing existing religious and other barriers to young 
people’s participation in sport. Sports played include 
soccer, hurling, cricket and Gaelic football.

The project aims to create an environment in which 
every young person can participate in the sport of his 
or her choice, irrespective of age, ability, disability, 
race, gender, religion or economic circumstance. Youth 
Sport Foyle offers Protestant children the opportunity 
to play traditionally Catholic sports such as Gaelic 
football and Catholics the chance to play sports more 
associated with Protestant communities.

In just over two years Youth Sport Foyle, which oper-
ates in the counties of Donegal, Tyrone and Derry, has 

set up 154 sites for sporting activities, trained 
1 022 parents, teachers, leaders and coaches, 
provided holiday programmes for more than 
1 142 children from both sides of the border, provided 
sports coaching for 14 356 young people, assisted 
with the setting up of 12 new junior sporting clubs 
and involved more than 1 000 children in cross-border 
multi-sport activities (the cross-border days bring 
Catholics and Protestants together to participate in 
sporting activities). It has also strengthened schools’ 
links with the community. 

 As a result of Laureus Sport for Good Foundation 
funding, Youth Sport Foyle has been able to involve 
even more children from Northern Ireland and the 
Republic of Ireland in cross-border activities.

The West City project was origi-
nated in 1996 by two leaders 
working in a summer school in 
the area. They had the idea of 
establishing a club that uses 
sport as a means to help poor 
children. Now West City aids 
more than 400 children.

Once the boys and girls join 
the family-style club, in addition 

to sports training they’re taught 
the importance of personal 
fitness, a healthy diet and 
studying. Coaching takes 
place every day, from 6pm to 
midnight, for girls and boys 
between the ages of 5 and 20.

Each child arrives at the 
centre after school and is first 
given a meal and a shower 

– a luxury not available in their 
own homes. The children are 
helped with their homework and 
participate in all aspects of the 
project’s operations, including 
cooking, cleaning and arranging 
events. As well as equipping 
them with useful practical skills, 
this also encourages teamwork, 
friendship and discipline.

WEST CITY (CIUDAD OESTE)

MENDOZA, ARGENTINA

YOUTH SPORT FOYLE

NORTHERN IRELAND/REPUBLIC OF IRELAND

Above: going for goal at West City.

MOST POPULAR SPORTS

Above: Academy member Tanni Grey-Thompson visits Strabane High School, which takes part in Sport Youth Foyle.Above: participants in the project break down barriers.
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Fundación Laureus Argentina 
Tel: Ana Lia Santarelli + 54 11 4747-6062.
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● Statistics used in this section are based on a survey conducted in November 2004.



NEW GLOBAL FOUNDATION PROJECTS 2005 
SAN ISIDRO PROJECT (UASI) BUENOS AIRES, ARGENTINA 

The West City Project in Mendoza is an effective initiator of positive social change and 
was the template for the San Isidro Development Project. Facilitated by the Laureus 
Foundation in Argentina, under the guidance of Academy member Hugo Porta and his 
wife Ana Lia, it addresses the lack of opportunities that face the youth of La Cava –  
one of the largest and poorest slums in Buenos Aires, plagued by unemployment, crime, 
violence, drugs and alcohol abuse. Young people attend daily sports sessions (the boys 
play football, the girls hockey), followed by educational workshops and sessions. 

SPIRIT OF SOCCER BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA

The threat of land mines and unexploded ordnance (UXO) on the post-war civilian popula-
tion in Bosnia and Herzegovina is large. Trained coaches from Spirit of Soccer run football 
sessions at local clubs (for both males and females), and also deliver mine awareness 
presentations, tailored to the needs of the players, which include basic technical informa-
tion on mines and what to do if they come across a mine. The powerful message is that 
without their legs – or their lives – participants will not be able to make good footballers. 
Spirit of Soccer has educated and trained more 7 000 players at 100 clubs.

OPERATION BREAKTHROUGH HONG KONG

Operation Breakthrough targets youths aged 12-18 from disadvantaged backgrounds 
who’ve  been arrested for minor offences, have no parental support or are from dysfunc-
tional families. Many are recent immigrants from China and have difficulty in becoming 
assimilated in a new culture. It’s the first time in Hong Kong that rugby and boxing have 
been used as a means of dealing with at-risk youths, and it’s seeing remarkable success 
as indicated by decreased recidivism and improvement in behaviour.

DIAMBARS SALY, SENEGAL

Playing football for French club Lens, Bernard Lama and Jimmy Adjovi-Boco, joined by 
France and Arsenal player Patrick Viera, decided to give back to football by establishing 
a football school for disadvantaged children in Senegal. It took shape in the 1990s and in 
2002 Senegal President Abdulaye Wade donated a 38-acre site in Saly, on which the first 
Diambars Institute was built. Classes began in November 2004 and provide both sporting 
and formal educational opportunities. 

THE NOOR PROJECT OUJDA, MOROCCO

The Noor Project, in the socially and economically deprived region of Oujda, is a pro-
gramme which uses sport to develop the educational and vocational skills of excluded 
young people. Launched by ex-French rugby captain and French Foundation trustee Abdel 
Benazzi in April 2005, it uses ball sports as a tool to develop participants’ skills such as 
team-building, respect and fair play. It also provides educational workshops to develop 
employability skills such as horticulture, landscape design, masonry and crafts.

BOUT DE VIE

Bout de Vie, meaning ‘piece of life’, allows physically handicapped young people to 
experience a feeling of freedom despite their disabilities. It provides snorkelling and 
football activities in the summer and skiing in the winter. The project, which assists 15 
young people, aims to break the isolation of being disabled and improve interaction. While 
providing physical activity, it also creates an environment in which the young people can 
integrate, adapt and overcome their disabilities, reaching their full potential.

CORSICA

GOLF EDUCATIF PARIS, FRANCE

Golf Educatif was established in 2000 by professional Welsh golfer Bill Owens to use golf  
to fight antisocial behaviour and social exclusion among youths living in deprived areas 
of France. It teaches them the value of fair play and respect for the environment and each 
other, instils a sense of citizenship and has a positive impact on combating drug misuse. 
Golf Educatif has adapted the game for the city by providing balls that are a third of the 
normal weight and can therefore be played on four miniature golf sites in the city.

L’APPEL DU LARGE ET DE L’ENFANCE

Solo rower Emmanuel Coindre uses his sporting status to generate publicity for the 
Necker Children’s Hospital in Paris, the biggest paediatric establishment in Europe treat-
ing over 50 000 children a year. In September 2004, Coindre completed his fifth crossing 
of the North Atlantic in record-breaking time. During the crossing, children were able to 
study the marine environment and navigation and communicate with Coindre en route, 
creating new interests and distracting them from their health problems.

PARIS, FRANCE

The idea for I Challenge Myself (ICM) came from founder Ana Reyes’ participation in  
the 2000 Boston-New York AIDSRide and the realisation that inner-city youth could  
significantly benefit from a similar athletics programme. In February 2005, ICM launched 
an innovative year-round athletics and community-involvement programme with  
30 high-school students in South Bronx. The project combines distance cycling with 
health-related community-service projects to provide teenagers in New York City’s most 
underserved communities with opportunities to develop leadership skills and teamwork, 
improve physical-fitness levels and commit to social responsibility.

I CHALLENGE MYSELF NEW YORK, USA KICKSWING BERLIN, GERMANY

KickSwing – ‘Kick meets KidSwing’ – is a cooperation project aimed at young people 
with difficult social backgrounds as well as physically challenged children, therefore  
both keeping young people out of trouble and providing therapeutic exercise for those  
in need of it. The golf training, using paragolfers (stand-up wheelchairs that are suit-
able for golf courses), kicked off in late March 2005 at the Solper Heide Golf Club near 
Berlin. It was provided by an educationalist from the Kick organisation, who developed a 
concept for group work and instructed the project organisers accordingly. Children began 
participating in April, following the Easter break.
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● Two new projects will be launched in Italy: Federazione Italiana Wheelchair Hockey (FIWH) Wheelchair Hockey League, and Beccaria.




